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“Not in my kitchen !”       
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FEMA REPORT:  New: Cooking Fires in Residential Buildings (2008-2010) 
 

 On average, an estimated 164,500 cooking fires in residential buildings occur each year 
in the United States. 
 

 Cooking was, by far, the leading cause of all residential building fires and injuries.  Most 
often, grease in a frying pan ignites. 
 

 Confined fires, those fires involving the contents of a cooking vessel without fire 
extension beyond the vessel, accounted for 94% of residential building cooking fires. 
 

 Oil, fat and grease (51%) were the leading types of material ignited in nonconfined 
cooking fires in residential buildings. 
 

 Residential building cooking fires occurred mainly in the evening hours from 4 to 9 p.m., 
peaking from 5 to 8 p.m., accounting for 26% of the fires. 
 

 Residential building cooking fires peaked in November at 10% and declined to the lowest 
point during the summer months from June to August. 

 
 
Source: http://www.usfa.fema.gov/statistics/reports/cooking.shtm 
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Kitchen Fires in the United States 
 

• According to recent statistics from FEMA (Jan. 2013) for the period 
2008 through 2010, kitchen fires resulted in reported losses of: 

 

$296.3 million in 2008 

$313.0 million in 2009 

$316.8 million in 2010 

 

• These numbers do not include the unreported losses because they 
were “small” fires or near misses, or ancillary losses. 

 

• Consider other factors, like an aging population, cultural factors. 
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Cooking Fire Statistics 
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Kitchen Fires in the NRMC Program 
 

• Since 2008, the NRMC program reported 83 fires, of 
which 61 were cooking fires.  (74% of all NRMC fires.) 

 

• These 61 cooking fires resulted in actual paid losses of 
$3.87 million.  This is less than the initially agreed losses 
of $4.079 million.  While this shows effective claims 
handling, the losses to the program could have been as 
high as $4.079 million. 
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Cooking Other Total

Total Agreed Loss $4,079,308 $1,009,998 $5,089,306

Incurred Based on Payments $3,870,464 $923,222 $4,793,686

Number of Claims 61 22 83
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Total Cost versus Net Paid 

NRMC Program - Kitchen Fires 4-1-2008 through 4-1-2013 
For the 2008-2013 
time period there 
were 83 kitchen 
fire claims, 61 or 
73% of these were 
from stovetop 
fires.  In total, 80% 
of the claims costs 
were from 
stovetop fires. 
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There is a simple solution to end stove top 
kitchen fires. 

 

Stove Top Fire Stoppers 

Stove Top Fire Suppression Devices 
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Share the information within your organization 

 
 

 
http://www.stovetopfirestop.com/2012/11/video/wish-tv-indianapolis-in     
 
 
http://www.louisvillefireprotection.com/vhvideo.htm 
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Why Stove Top Fire Stoppers? 
 

• $40 / pair (bulk purchases are less) 
• Easy to install by maintenance staff – magnets. 
• Encourage replacement.  Develop a policy of free 

replacements with “don’t ask; don’t tell.” 
• How many pairs of fire stoppers does the $$4.08 

million in losses buy? 
• The NRMC per loss deductible is $5,000/ 

occurrence; that equals $125 pairs. 
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YOUR ORGANIZATIONS GOAL 

 

• 100% installation in all your properties by 
Thanksgiving 2013.   
 

• They are the best holiday gift there is!  
 

• Develop an effective  replacement policy. 
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“Not in my kitchen !”       
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“Yes in my kitchen !”       
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For more information, please contact: 

 

Deborah Aschheim 

Executive Director 

Neighborhood Risk Management Corporation 

daschheim@neighborhoodrisk.org 

212.509.6762   /  917.882.9949 

mailto:daschheim@neighborhoodrisk.org

