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NRMC Program:  Fire Loss Classification

NRMC Program - Loss Classification Summary Table (April 1, 2009 - June 30, 2014)

Cause / Origin
Total Agreed Loss Incurred based on

# of Claims
(“Gross Reserve”) payments to date

Cooking/Kitchen/Stove $7,727,979.61 $7,422,516.87 120

Smoking/Smoking Related $2,181,464.92 $2,116,464.92 15

Candle/Open Flames $943,428.56 $878,428.56 14

Electric $2,013,706.47 $1,939,529.34 20

Lightning $126,577.41 $116,577.41 3

Other/Unknown  [1] $11,429,387.25 $11,279,390.34 42

TOTAL $24,422,544.22 $23,752,907.44 214

(1)  Includes ARSON, which includes any intentionally set fire, including those rooted in domestic disputes.

This item also includes a single $6.35MM arson claim
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Eliminating Fires

StoveTop FireStops

Flame-Free Candles

Smoke-Free Properties
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StoveTop FireStops – Eliminate Kitchen Fires

“Not in my kitchen!”   A case for stove top fire stoppers 
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StoveTop FireStops – Eliminate Kitchen Fires

FEMA REPORT:  New: Cooking Fires in Residential Buildings (2008-2010)

• On average, an estimated 164,500 cooking fires in residential buildings occur 
each year in the United States.

• Cooking was, by far, the leading cause of all residential building fires and 
injuries.  Most often, grease in a frying pan ignites.

• Residential building cooking fires occurred mainly in the evening hours from 4 
to 9 p.m., peaking from 5 to 8 p.m., accounting for 26% of the fires.

• Residential building cooking fires peaked in November at 10% and declined to 
the lowest point during the summer months from June to August.

Source: http://www.usfa.fema.gov/statistics/reports/cooking.shtm
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StoveTop FireStops – Eliminate Kitchen Fires

Kitchen Fires in the United States

• According to recent statistics from FEMA (Jan. 2013) for the period 
2008 through 2010, kitchen fires resulted in reported losses of:

$296.3 million in 2008

$313.0 million in 2009

$316.8 million in 2010

• These numbers do not include the unreported losses because they 
were “small” fires or near misses, or ancillary losses.

• Consider other factors, like an aging population, cultural factors.

9



10



11

StoveTop FireStops – Eliminate Kitchen Fires

Share the information within 

your organization

www.stovetopfirestop.com/2012/11/video/wish-tv-indianapolis-in

www.louisvillefireprotection.com/vhvideo.htm
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StoveTop FireStops – Eliminate Kitchen Fires

Why Stove Top Fire Stoppers?

• >$36 / pair and easy to install by maintenance staff.

• How many pairs of fire stoppers does the $4.08MM buy?

• The NRMC per loss deductible is $5,000/ occurrence; that 

equals >100 pairs.

• 5 Year life.  Encourage replacement.  Develop a policy of free 

replacements with “don’t ask; don’t tell.”

• To date, there have been no reported kitchen fire injuries 

or LO$$E$ in NRMC-insured properties with STFS!
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FlameLess Candles – Eliminate Open-Flame Fires

Origin / Cause
Total Agreed Loss Incurred based on

# of Claims
(“Gross Reserve”) payments to date

Cooking/Kitchen/Stove $7,727,979.61 $7,422,516.87 120

Smoking/Smoking Related $2,181,464.92 $2,116,464.92 15

Candle/Open Flame $943,428.56 $878,428.56 14

Electrical $2,013,706.47 $1,939,529.34 20

Lightning $126,577.41 $116,577.41 3

Other/Unknown  [a] $11,429,387.25 $11,279,390.34 42

TOTAL FIRE-RELATED LOSSES $24,422,544.22 $23,752,907.44 214

NRMC Fire-Related Losses (Reported for April 1, 2007 to June 30, 2014)
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FlameLess Candles – Eliminate Open-Flame Fires

Flameless Candles

• A very simple and inexpensive way to eliminate open flame and 

candle fires:  Flameless Candles (also known as battery 

operated candles).
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Smoke-Free Properties

CONFIDENTIAL

NRMC Fire Loss Classifications (4/1/07 to 6/30/14) 

Summary Table

Cause
Total Agreed Loss Incurred based on

# of Claims
(“Gross Reserve”) payments to date

Cooking/Kitchen/Stove $7,727,979.61 $7,422,516.87 120

Smoking/Smoking Related $2,181,464.92 $2,116,464.92 15

Candle/Open Flames $943,428.56 $878,428.56 14

Electric $2,013,706.47 $1,939,529.34 20

Arson (1) $7,354,846.64 $7,304,846.64 11

Lightning $126,577.41 $116,577.41 3

Other/Unknown $4,074,540.61 $3,974,543.70 31

TOTAL $24,422,544.22 $23,752,907.44 214

(1)  Includes one attempted suicide 

that resulted in a $6MM + Fire.

Many arson fires are rooted in domestic disputes.
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Fire / Life Safety – Extinguishers 

• ABC fire extinguishers are provided in each apartment

– Class A (Ordinary combustible material fires)

– Class B (Flammable liquid, gas or grease fires)

– Class C (Energized-electrical equipment fires)

• Appropriate fire extinguishers are mounted within 50 feet of 

outside areas containing flammable liquids, and within 10 feet of 

any inside storage area for flammable materials

• At least one ABC extinguisher per floor or and one per 75 feet of 

travel distance

• Extinguishers are free from obstructions or blockage

• All extinguishers are services, maintained and tagged at intervals 

not to exceed one year

• All extinguishers are fully charged and in their designated places
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• All sprinkler valves are locked in the OPEN position

• All sprinkler systems are connected to a central fire alarm

• Sprinkler system and fire pumps tested and serviced by a licensed contractor

• An Emergency Action Plan is in place

• Emergency exit routes posted on each floor

• There are adequate smoke detectors for each building/apartment

• Stop Top Fire Stops are installed throughout the entire building!

Fire / Life Safety – Protection Systems 
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• Are residents overloading circuits?  Do your properties still have “fuses” or do they have 

circuit breakers that are up to current code? 

• Are residents using old extension cords and running too many appliances off extension 

cords?  Or, are they using surge protectors? 

• Are residents using old and outdated appliances?  Ex.  A resident gets a coffee maker at 

the local Goodwill store.  Is it really operational? 

• Instruct residents to unplug appliances when not in use, such as irons, toasters, toaster-

ovens, hairdryers, hair irons, coffee makers, water urns and hot trays?

• Instruct residents to turn off all appliances and place all appliances in the “OFF” position 

in the event of a blackout or power outage, even if the appliance appears “turned off” 

due to lack of power.  NRMC has sustained fire losses caused by appliances being 

inadvertently left on and activated when the power is restored.  As residents vacate, 

remind them to go back and turn off all appliances.

Fire / Life Safety – Appliances
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The National Fire Protection Association (“NFPA”) is an excellent resource for fire safety 

tips.  Their website identifies fire code and safety standards and has information on many 

free, easy to implement fire prevention tips and educational resources that you can use at 

your properties. 

Visit  www.nfpa.org

October is National Fire Safety Month.  What is your organization going to do to broadcast 

the importance of Fire prevention?

Fire / Life Safety – Safety Tips
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Thank You!
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